New York Times, September 1st, 2003

SEVILLE: “CARMEN” ON SITE Landmarks of the Spanish city of Seville — from the cigar factory that now houses a university to the Maestranza bullring — will become the setting next year for an open-air production of Bizet's "Carmen." Conducted by Lorin Maazel, the music director of the New York Philharmonic, and starring the tenor Neil Shicoff and the mezzo-soprano Olga Borodina, the production is scheduled to begin on Sept. 2nd and run through Sept. 12, 2004, coinciding with Seville's International Music Festival. This "Carmen" is the latest venture of Michael Ecker, who transformed the Forbidden City in Beijing into a backdrop for Puccini's "Turandot" in 1998. Besides the original cigar factory and the bullring, "Carmen" will unfold at the Spanish-tiled Plaza de España in María Luisa Park. Each site can accommodate as many as 8,000 spectators. Lengthy intermissions will enable audience members to walk from setting to setting along winding streets and riverfront promenades, but according to the production company, Opera on Site, buses and horse-drawn carriages will be available to those who prefer to move more quickly. DALE FUCHS
